Say  yes 
to  Yes  Man 

Jim  Carrey’s 
new  comedy 
is  worth  watching. 
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St.  Clair 
to  hold 
Campus 
Idol  final 


By  ADAM  RUSSELL 

It’s  not  a record  contract,  but 
$1,000  or  a trip  for  two  white- 
water  rafting  are  both  pretty 
sweet  prizes. 

This  year’s  edition  of 
Campus  Idol  will  be  held 
March  27  in  Grifs  Cavern  at 
St.  Clair  College’s  Windsor 
campus. 

The  college  took  over  hosting 
this  year’s  event  after  teach- 
ing assistants,  graduate  assis- 
tants and  contract  faculty 
walked  off  the  job  on  Nov.  6. 
at  York  University,  the  origi- 
nal host  of  Campus  Idol. 


They’re  taking  over  due  to 
the  uncertainty  of  York 
University’s  school  year. 
- Sheena  Sonser 


“They’re  taking  over  due  to 
the  uncertainty  of  York 
University’s  school  year,”  said 
CSI  president  Sheena  Sonser. 

Julia  Pilgrim,  winner  of 
Conestoga  College’s  CSI  Idol, 
will  be  there  representing  the 
Condor  to  the  fullest.  Pilgrim 
will  be  up  against  some  stiff 
competition  as  around  10 
other  schools  will  be  sending  a 
competitor  to  the  event. 

The  contestant  who  finishes 
first  will  win  $1,000  while  the 
second-place  finisher  gets  a 
white-water  rafting  trip  for 
two  people. 

The  competition  will  consist 
of  three  rounds.  The  first  sec- 
tion will  see  each  competitor 
sing  two  songs,  after  which 
the  judges  will  pick  the  top 
five  and  possibly  a “wild  card.” 
The  top  five  will  move  on  to 
the  next  round  and  have  the 
opportunity  to  sing  another 
song  after  which  the  judges 
will  make  comments  and 
choose  the  top  two  who  will 
move  into  the  final  round.  The 
last  two  competitors  will  sing 
one  more  song  and  then  the 
judges  will  submit  the  scores 
and  the  host  will  announce 
the  winner. 

Some  rules  differ  from 
Conestoga's  CSI  Idol  competi- 
tion. The  main  one  is  contest- 
ants will  not  be  allowed  to 
perform  their  own  live  musi- 
cal accompaniment. 


......  PHOTO  BY  JAMIE  REANSBUR\ 

while  some  participants  wore  traditional  beach  wear,  others,  like  Underwear  Man,  got  more  creative  at  the  Port  Dover  Polar  Bear  Plunge 
Jan.  1.  The  annual  event  began  26  years  ago  in  the  small  harbour  town  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie.  For  more  photos,  see  Page  7. 


Ice  scream 


Polar  Bear  Plunge  participants  brave  frigid  Lake  Erie 


By  JAMIE  REANSBURY 

Usually  when  people  jump 
into  a frigid  lake  in  early 
January  it  is  considered  sui- 
cide, however,  in  Port  Dover  it 
is  an  exhilarating  tradition. 

Started  26  years  ago  on  Jan. 
1 in  this  small  harbour  town 
on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  the 
annual  Polar  Bear  Plunge  is 
one  of  the  oddest  ways  to  ring 
in  the  new  year  in  southern 
Ontario. 

“It’s  a good  way  to  cure  the 
hangover,”  said  Steve 
Sinkowski,  a Port  Dover  resi- 
dent who  has  watched  the 
Polar  Plunge  for  the  last  six 
years. 

The  event  is  hosted  by  the 
Port  Dover  Polar  Bear  Club, 
which  is  the  oldest  organized 
polar  bear  club  in  Canada. 
During  the  event  spectators 
give  money  to  the  Bucket 
Brigade.  All  donations  are 
then  distributed  to  local  chari- 
ties. 

Every  year,  regardless  of 
how  treacherous  the  weather 
is,  the  dippers  are  always 
gung-ho.  Some  years  it  has 
been  described  as  diving  into  a 
cold  bath,  but  on  Jan.  1.  2009. 
the  dippers  were  challenged 


by  an  incoming  squall,  -20  C 
wind  chill,  and  quickly 
refreezing  water. 

“You  earn  the  right  this  year 
to  wear  the  name  Polar  Bear,” 
said  Sinkowski,  who  added,  “I 
think  they’re  lunatics,  at  least 
this  year.” 

The  plunge  took  place  about 
30  metres  offshore,  in  about  a 
metre  of  water  that  was  at 
the  edge  of  a half  a metre  of 
ice. 

The  event  co-presidents, 
Chris  and  Shawn  Swarts, 
were  responsible  for  clearing  a 
wide  hole  so  that  the  multi- 
tude of  swimmers  could  dive 
in,  soak  down  and  freeze  up. 

“Which  means  we  get  to  get 
up  at  10  o’clock  and  clear  the 
ice  (after  a night  of  drinking),” 
Shawn  said. 

More  than  50  dippers  braved 
the  frigid  weather  for  the 
shock  of  the  year,  and  then 
quickly  returned  to  a local 
restaurant,  Knechtel’s,  which 
provided  its  dining  room  so 
swimmers  could  change  and 
dry  off. 

“If  they  put  free  whiskey  on 
the  other  side,  can  you  imag- 
ine how  many  people  would  go 
in?”  said  Tracy  Bennett,  a res- 
ident of  Port  Dover  and 


PHOTO  BY  JAMIE  REANSBURY 

More  than  50  participants  braved  the  - 20  C temperature,  raising 
money  for  local  charities. 


onlooker  for  the  last  seven 
years. 

Dave  Cowan,  an  active  and 
athletic  72-year-old,  described 
the  plunge  as  a challenge  both 
physically  and  mentally. 

“It  felt  great,  the  hole  was  a 
bit  small  though,”  said  Cowan. 

Conestoga  College  is  going 
to  host  a similar  event  on  Feb. 
12. 

As  hundreds  of  spectators 


crowded  onto  the  ice  to  watch 
the  dippers  walk  down  the 
taped  off  area  leading  to  the 
pit  of  icy  water,  co-presidents 
Chris  and  Shawn  were  wading 
around  in  the  three  feet  of 
water,  making  sure  it  did  not 
refreeze  too  fast. 

“It’s  like  swimming  in  a 
giant  slushy.”  said  Chris. 
“More  like  a margarita,”  said 
Shawn  with  a grin. 
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Now  deep  thoughts 
...  with  Conestoga  College 

Random  questions  answered  by  random  students 

If  you  could  change  one  thing  about 
yourself,  what  would  it  be? 


“I  guess  I would  say  my  hair.” 


Colleen  Watt, 

Second-year 
financial  planning 


“I  would  change  my  weight.” 


Sergio  Zaga, 

Second-year 
civil  engineering 


“My  dance  moves.” 


Erik  Erwin, 

First-year 
civil  engineering 


“My  height.  I wish  I was  a 
little  bit  taller.” 


Alan  Yescas, 

First-year 
financial  accounting 


“My  impatience.” 


William 

Alexander, 

Second-year 
software  engineering 
technology 


“Uncontrollable  boob 
sweat.” 


Dillon 

Occleston, 

First-year 
police  foundations 


Smile  Conestoga,  you  could  be  our  next  respondent! 


A NEW  HOME  for  our  Christmas  trees 


At  the  Region  of  Waterloo  waste  management  facility,  Christmas  trees  have  begun  to  pile  up. 
Residential  tree  pick-up  began  Jan.  2 and  will  end  Jan.  15.  All  trees  are  mulched  and  reused  in  the 
spring  for  city  and  residential  gardens.  


ON-CAMPUS  

CHIROPRACTOR  K / 

Covered  bv  CSI  Health  Plan  0 ^ 'a&m 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

748-5220  Ext.  3679 


Counsellors  Comer 


Welcome  from  Counselling  Services 

To  those  students  who  are  beginning  their  college  career  at  Conestoga, 
welcome!  Right  now  you  are  probably  excited  about  opportunities  to  leam  more 
about  your  area  of  study,  meet  other  students  and  just  find  your  way  around 
campus.  As  well,  we  encourage  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  many  services  that 
Counselling  Services  have  designed  to  help  students  be  successful. 

Professionally  trained  counsellors  can  help  you  resolve  problems  that  stand  in 
the  way  of  you  reaching  your  educational  goals.  Arrange  to  see  a counsellor  if 
you  have  academic,  personal,  career  or  financial  concerns  during  your  time  at 
Conestoga.  Groups  and  workshops  are  offered  for  such  issues  as  public 
speaking  or  test  anxiety;  self-esteem  and  relaxation. 

Counselling  is  free  to  students,  voluntary  and  confidential.  Counsellors  can  also 
refer  you  to  other  College  and  community  resources  that  can  help. 

To  those  students  who  are  returning  for  another  semester  of  study,  welcome 
back!  We  hope  the  coming  term  provides  fresh  ideas  and  challenges,  new 
friends  and  activities  and  brings  you  closer  to  your  academic  goals!  Come  and 
see  us  in  Counselling  Services  if  we  can  help  in  any  way. 

Counselling  Services;  1A101  Student  Life  Centre  Atrium 
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SUP  SLIDING  AWAY  at  chicopee  tube  park 


Gerald  Kajiure  enjoys  a run  at  Chicopee’s  snow  tube  park  on  Jan.  4.  It  is  open  Tuesday  to  Thursday,  4 p.m.  until  10  p.m.,  Friday  and  Saturday,  9 a.m.  to  10  Tm  ancTsTridav5^ 
9 a.m.  to  7 p.m.  For  more  information  call  519-895-2322.  H ’ y’ 


Conestoga  part  of  national  project 


By  STACIE  RITCHIE 

Conestoga  College  has  been 
chosen  to  participate  in  a 
national  project  to  develop  a 
valuable  resource  for  employ- 
ers and  employees  in  Canada. 

The  two-year  project,  Essential 
Skills  Workplace  Services 
(ESWS),  aims  to  assist  local 
employers  to  identify  and  develop 
the  essential  skills  their  employ- 
ees need  to  perform  safely,  com- 
' 


pletely  and  efficiently  at  work. 

The  project  also  plans  to  develop 
a service-delivery  model  that  will 
offer  employers  and  industries  an 
essential  skills  continuum  that  cov- 
ers workplace/industry  awareness, 
assessment  of  work  and  workplace 
needs  and  the  enhancement  of 
these  skill  levels  in  workers. 

Pamela  Jadischke,  an  essential 
skills  specialist  at  Conestoga’s 
Waterloo  campus,  said  the  project 
has  benefits  for  both  employers 


and  employees. 

“Employers  can  use 
Essential  Skills  tools  to  meas- 
ure employees’  ES  levels,  to 
plan  professional  develop- 
ment, to  do  succession  plan- 
ning, to  create  job  descrip- 
tions, to  do  recruitment  and 
selection  and  to  do  perform- 
ance reviews,”  said  Jadischke. 

‘Measuring  and  developing 
one’s  Essential  Skills  levels  can 
benefit  individuals  in  the  work- 


place (working  more  safely, 
being  more  productive,  becom- 
ing more  confident  in  their  abil- 
ities, increasing  their  potential 
to  be  promoted  to  higher  paying 
jobs,  becoming  more  satisfied 
with  their  jobs)  and  it  can  bene- 
fit them  in  their  learning 
(courses,  training,  certificates, 
etc.)  and  in  life  in  general.” 

Jadischke  also  said  that 
according  to  research  “48  per 
cent  of  Canadians  function  at 


less  than  a Level  3 in  reading 
text,  document  use  and  numera- 
cy,” which  is  what  most 
Canadian  occupations  require 
employees  to  function  at. 
Others  who  are  mvolved  in  the 
ESWS  project  are  British 
Columbia’s  Douglas  College, 
which  is  leading  the  project, 
Fanshawe  College  (Woodstock 
campus)  and  the  Ontario 
College  Sector  Committee  for 
Adult  Upgrading. 


See  You  At  tIhe  Next 

m 

Respect  Open  ViEwiNq 

Learn  about  Conestoga  College’s 
Respect  Campaign  and  how  you  can 
become  an  Ambassador  of  Respect! 

Hear  what  other  students  have  to  say 
about  Respect  and  what  you  can  do 
to  Be  the  Difference! 

RESPECT:  UNDERSTANDING  OUR  STUDENTS 
MONDAY  JANUARY  19 
2:OOPM  - 3:OOPM  - ROOM  2A1 1 1 

EARN  YOUR 

RESPECT  AMBASSADOR  BUTTON! 

Sign  up  at  the  Student  Life  Centre 
Information  Desk  at  Door  3! 


HeIp  PIan  An  Awesome 

Respect  Day,  Conestoc,a 

The  Respect  Campaign  is  looking  for  students  to  get 
involved  in  helping  to  plan  a jam-packed  day  of  activities 
and  fun  to  get  students  thinking  about  how  they  can 

Be  the  Difference  at  Conestoga! 

Respect  Day  will  be  a one-day  awareness  project  to 
educate  others  about  who  the  members  are  within  our 
College  community  and  to  educate  others  about  the  small 
things  that  they  can  do  to  impact  or  make  a difference. 


For  more  information  and  to  pick  up  a sign-up 

sheet  to  join  the  Committee,  visit  the  Student  Life  Office 

in  Room  2A 101-2  — Student  Life  Centre,  Doon  Campus! 


Questions? 

E-mail  respect@conestogac.on.ca 


Be  the  difference. 

Respec 
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Holidays  — now 
50  per  cent  off 

By  KAITLYN  HEARD 

Twenty-five  per  cent,  50  per  cent  and  even  75  per  cent 
off  merchandise  is  advertised  everywhere. 

It’s  Boxing  Day  mania,  and  it  gets  underway  at  around 
6 a.m.  or  earlier. 

While  concentrating  on  what  to  buy  on  Boxing  Day,  we 
sometimes  forget  why  this  day  exists.  Where  did  it  start? 

During  my  walk  through  the  mall  Boxing  Day  morning, 

I noticed  how  many  people  revolve  their  Christmas  holi- 
days around  this  particular  shopping  day. 

Boxing  Day  originated  in  England  in  the  middle  of  the 
19th  century  under  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  The  day 
was  created  to  thank  the  community  for  their  efforts 
throughout  the  year.  It  was  a day  where  the  higher  class 
of  England  would  give  to  the  lower  class. 

Money,  clothes,  food  etc.,  was  given  to  the  less  fortu- 
nate in  boxes,  giving  this  day  the  name,  Boxing  Day. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  I woke  up  at  7 a.m.  Dec. 

26  to  start  shopping.  I became  one  of  those  early-morn- 
ing shoppers  that  I despise.  The  kind  that  rushes  to  the 
mall,  waits  anxiously  in  line  for  stores  to  open  then 
shoves  and  pushes  her  way  to  be  the  first  one  to  hit  the 
best  sales. 

Being  a college  student  I've  become  more  efficient  with 
how  I spend  my  money.  Keeping  the  economic  recession 
in  mind,  I knew  sales  would  be  sky-high  this  year. 

After  picking  through  racks  of  clothes  and  fighting  my 
way  to  the  cash  register,  it  hardly  seemed  worth  it  all 
that  chaos  just  to  get  a top  for  half  price. 

Seeing  families  walk  through  the  malls  with  tons  of 
bags  hanging  off  their  arms,  I wondered  why  people  even 
give  Christmas  gifts. 

Some  people  spent  Dec.  26  returning  gifts  they  received 
and  buying  more  things.,  Did  we  not  just  get  gifts 
Christmas  morning? 

The  true  meaning  of  Christmas  has  long  been  lost.  The 
holiday  is  supposed  to  celebrate  Christ’s  birth,  and  be  a 
time  to  give  and  care  for  others. 

Boxing  Day’s  intentions  of  giving  to  the  less  fortunate 
are  also  noble.  But  no  one  seems  to  know  about  the  real 
reason  for  the  day,  or  if  they  do,  they  don  t follow  its  true 
intentions. 

As  I walked  through  the  mall,  I found  myself  buying 
things  I really  didn’t  need  just  because  the  tag  said  half 
price.  Do  people  really  have  to  rush  to  the  mall  and 
stores  to  buy  more  things? 

And  if  they  do,  can’t  they  buy  for  those  in  need  to?  Just 
like  Christmas  we  must  remember  the  real  reason 
behind  Boxing  Day.  And  we  must  continue  to  remember 
throughout  the  year. 

The  views  expressed  herein  represent  the  position  of 
the  newspaper,  not  necessarily  the  author. 


Letters  are  welcome 


Spoke  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  Letters  should  be  signed 
and  include  the  name 
and  telephone  number 
of  the  writer.  Writers  will 
be  contacted  for  verifi- 
cation. 

No  unsigned  letters  will  be 
published. 

Letters  should  be  no  longer 


than  500  words. 

Spoke  reserves  the  right  to  edit 
any  letter 
for  publication. 

Address  correspondence 
to: 

The  Editor,  Spoke,  299 
Doon  Valley  Dr., 

Room  1C29,  Kitchener,  Ont., 
N2G4M4 
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Of  online  dating  and  nerd  rage 


Online  dating  is  a horrible, 
horrible  thing.  It  is  not  much 
different  than  its  real-life 
counterpart,  complete  with 
false  pretences,  dishonesty 
and  women  who  have  been 
taken  advantage  of  for  the 
umpteenth  time. 

It’s  a vicious  cycle,  really. 

Girl  likes  boy,  boy  likes  sex, 
girl  meets  boy,  boy  tolerates 
girl,  girl  eventually  opens  up 
for  boy,  boy  gets  what  he 
wants,  girl  gets  a lesson  in 
disrespect,  boy  doesn't  give  a 
damn,  girl  cries,  boy  laughs, 
girl  grieves,  boy  leaves,  girl 
likes  another  boy.  Rinse. 

Spin.  Repeat. 

Then,  somewhere  in  the 
proverbial  equation  of  match- 
making, the  nice  guy  surfaces 
- the  polar  opposite  of  the 
walking  hard-on,  the  bastard 
child  of  equality  and  time 
well  spent. 

You  see,  this  nice  guy  (for 
the  sake  of  Spoke  readers, 
we’ll  call  him  Dave)  is  cur- 
rently seeking  something 
worthwhile,  something 
endearing.  Something  that 
mirrors  the  pure  epiphany  of 
Disney  movies  - complete 
with  outbursts  of  jovial  song 
and  dance.  Well,  that  might 
be  a slight  exaggeration. 

But  there’s  one  thing  in  the 
path  of  success,  an  obstruc- 
tion laying  waste  the  hours 
upon  hours  of  mediocre  inter- 
action: the  abuse  of  a system 
left  for  those  of  us  who  use 
the  medium  as  an  honest 
source  to  meet  someone  of  the 
opposite  sex.  It’s  this  frugal 
oppression  from  the  anony- 
mous that  has  instilled  a 


sense  of  foreboding  on  the 
sport  of  Internet  dating. 

I’ve  had  my  share  of  meet- 
ing others  in  the  public  facili- 
ties made  available  for  us  as 
love-depraved  citizens.  I’ve 
done  the  bar  thing,  I’ve  done 
the  club  thing  and  I’ve  done 
the  school  thing  - each  with 
their  own  condescending  lim- 
its. That,  and  the  people  that 
frequent  those  places  (with 
the  exception  of  school.  I can't 
knock  the  educationally 
inclined)  aren’t  really  the 
type  I’ve  been  interested  in.  I 
don’t  drink,  so  there  goes  the 
possibility  of  having  my 
vision  impaired,  next  to  my 
judgment,  and  making  sweet 
love  to  a bicycle  rack.  Last  I 
checked  the  library  wasn’t  the 
best  place  to  involve  yourself 
in  the  venereal  chit-chat  at 
the  onset  of  a friendship.  “Hi, 

I apologize  for  interrupting, 
but  I couldn’t  help  but  notice 
that’s  a Dostoyevsky  piece 
you  have  in  your  hands. 
Enriching  novel,  isn’t  it? 
That’s  alright.  I’ll  keep  this 
seat  warm  until  you  get  back 
- she’s  not  coming  back,  is 
she?” 

Online  dating  is  satisfactory 
at  best.  You  have  your  indi- 
viduals claiming  to  be 
oppressed  and  broken-heart- 
ed, pining  for  their  lost  soul 


like  a kite  searching  for  a sin- 
gle breath  of  air  (speaking  of 
which,  don’t  reach  out  to  the 
Internet  to  solve  your  prob- 
lems, seek  the  comfort  of  fam- 
ily and  friends),  then  you’ve 
got  the  model/political  act- 
ivist/nautical astronaut/hot- 
dog  eaters  who  are  looking  for 
something  real.  Their  profile 
alone  is  entertainment  for 
three  minutes.  Somewhere 
along  the  lines  there  has  to  be 
a slice  of  pertinent  relief,  a 
line  of  code  in  the  binaries  of 
the  Internet. 

For  those  of  you  who  are 
interested  in  online  dating,  or 
those  who  are  currently  with- 
in its  technological  grasp, 
heed  my  advice:  respond  to 
the  e-mails/messages  that  you 
receive  from  others.  Rejection 
is  going  to  happen,  it  sucks,  I 
know.  But  Treat  the  people 
who  approach  you  online  the 
same  way  you  would  treat 
them  in  a real  social  environ- 
ment. If  you’re  not  interested 
in  them,  if  it’s  on  a pure  phys- 
ical level  of  attraction,  still, 
please  inform  them.  Grow  a 
spine. 

If  someone  came  up  to  you 
while  you  were  reading  in  the 
library  or  having  your  lunch 
in  the  cafeteria  and  they 
openly  made  a comment  . 
regarding  your  delicious 
Lunchables  or  your  choice  in 
literature,  you  wouldn’t  shift 
your  body  weight  and  ignore 
them  while  slowly  turning 
away,  would  you?  If  this  is 
you.  I’m  afraid  you  need  some 
lessons  in  the  dynamics  of 
social  behaviour  and  interac- 
tion. 
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Holidays  sales  still 


s the  beginning  of 
January,  a new  year,  and  it 
feels  like  the  holidays  are  long 
over.  Our  Christmas  trees 
have  been  taken  down,  decora- 
tions put  away  and  we  are  try- 
ing to  settle  back  into  our  nor- 
mal routines,  after  holidays 
and  treats  and  junk  food.  So 
why  are  the  malls  still  just  as 
busy  as  the  week  before 
Christmas? 

Going  to  IKEA  and  the  mall 


this  weekend  to  pick  up  some 
things  for  our  apartment  reno- 
vations was  supposed  to  be 
fast  and  easy  — as  my  fiance 


promised.  It  wasn't  my  idea  to 
go,  since  I was  pretty  much 
out  of  money  from  the  holi- 
days. But  he  insisted,  and  said 
it  would  be  a quick  trip.  But 
IKEA  was  having  a Winter 
Sale  which  we  didn’t  know 
about  - and  it  had  just  begun 
that  weekend.  The  store  was 
busier  than  I’d  ever  seen  it, 
which  made  getting  around 
and  finding  what  we  needed 
far  from  simple,  and  definitely 


going  strong 


not  fast. 

Fairview  Mall  wasn’t  much 
different.  The  food  court  was 
crazy  and  the  stores  - espe- 
cially Wal-Mart  — were  full 
and  it  was  difficult  to  manoeu- 
vre around.  I wish  we  had  not 
gone  out  at  all. 

Isn’t  this  the  time  of  year 
that  people  should  be  staying 
home,  eating  in  and  not  spend- 
ing money?  I know  it  is  for  me, 
for  the  most  part,  after  going  a 


little  overboard  with 
Christmas  shopping.  Though 
with  the  popularity  of  gift 
cards  and  cash  as  Christmas 
presents,  people  are  back  at 
the  malls  on  Boxing  Day  - and 
for  the  rest  of  the  week,  which 
is  now  referred  to  as  Boxing 
Week. 

But  now  it’s  January,  and 
the  craziness  hasn’t  stopped. 
There  just  doesn't  seem  to  be 
an  end  in  sight. 


Plugged  out  morals 


A majority  of  the  population 
says  Hollywood  doesn't  share 
their  moral  values,  according 
to  a poll  commissioned  by  the 
Anti-Defamation  League,  a 
group  that  fights  anti- 
Semitism. 

Sixty-one  per  cent  of  those 
surveyed  said  that  religious 
values  are  “under  attack,”  and 
59  per  cent  agreed  that  “the 
people  who  run  the  TV  net- 
works and  the  major  movie 
studios  do  not  share  the  reli- 
gious and  moral  values  of 
most  Americans.” 

For  the  sake  of  everyone,  I 
hope  they  don’t. 

Considering  that  many  cou- 
ples live  together  before  mar- 
riage and  the  beauty  of  a “pure, 
white  bride”  isn’t  something  to 
be  expected  anymore,  what  are 
these  values  that  we,  as  a soci- 
ety, are  actually  following? 

Among  the  survey’s  findings: 

Forty-three  per  cent  said 
Hollywood  and  the  national 
media  are  waging  an  organ- 


^ „ .. ^ Kaddour 

ized  campaign  to  “weaken  the 
influence  of  religious  values  in 
this  country.” 

Nearly  40  per  cent  support 
the  notion  that  “dangerous 
ideas  should  be  banned  from 
public  school  libraries,”  and 
nearly  the  same  number  dis- 
agree with  the  statement  that 
“censoring  books  is  an  old- 
fashioned  idea.” 

Our  world  has  come  to  a 
point  where  anything  goes  and 
where  morals  are  a hassle.  We 
want  tilings  easy,  fast  and  we 
certainly  don’t  want  to  admit 
it.  This  doesn’t  imply  that  no 
one  has  values  but  that  most 
don’t  and  those  who  say  they 
do,  don’t  really  either. 


New  Year's  resolutions 
- what's  the  point? 


I think  I’m  going  to  work  out 
more  and  maybe  keep  my  car  a 
little  cleaner.  Perhaps  I will 
think  about  spending  a little 
more  time  with  my  family. 
Maybe  I should  think  about 
keeping  my  grades  up  in  school. 
Better  yet,  why  don’t  I try  to 
clear  all  my  debt  by  getting  a 
job? 

New  Year’s  resolutions. 
What’s  the  point?  For  decades 
people  have  been  promising 
things  to  themselves  to  kick  off 
a new  year,  but  in  all  honesty, 
how  often  do  people  actually 
keep  these  promises? 

My  resolution  for  2009  is  to 
clean  my  car  and  keep  it  clean. 
I know  this  is  not  going  to  hap- 
pen. I’ll  probably  clean  it  out 
and  two  days  later  it  will  be  a 
complete  disaster.  Knowing 
me,  I will  probably  forget  about 
this  stupid  resolution  in  a 
month’s  time  anyway. 

Every  year  I tell  myself  that 
I’m  not  even  going  to  make  a 
New  Year’s  resolution  because 
I never  keep  them.  Last  year  I 
promised  myself  that  I would 
lose  50  pounds.  Some  joke  that 
was.  I worked  out  for  about  a 


week  and  by  that  time  I was 
bored  with  it. 

I’m  not  the  only  person  who 
never  follows  through  with  res- 
olutions. For  the  past  two  years 
I have  witnessed  my  sister  tell 
herself  that  she  is  going  to  start 
exercising,  and  it  never  fails  — 
within  a week  she  has  com- 
pletely forgotten  about  it, 
claiming  that  she  is  too  busy 
and  simply  does  not  have  the 
time. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong,  I know 
there  are  a few  select  people 
who  do  follow  through  with 
their  resolutions.  These  people 
certainly  have  more  willpower 
than  I. 

Since  I hate  breaking  promis- 
es, even  ones  made  to  myself. 
I’m  just  going  to  do  away  with 
the  tradition.  At  least  until 
next  year. 


Mandi 

Cartwright 

Opinion 


Politically,  2008  sucked! 


While  American  voters  were 
celebrating  the  selection  of 
their  next  President, 
Canadian  voters  were  suffer- 
ing a political  headache  that 
has  stretched  into  the  new 
year. 

Last  September,  Prime 
Minister  Stephen  Harper 
announced  to  an  astonished 
Canadian  audience  that  he 
was  going  to  call  an  election 
for  mid-October,  a mere  two- 
and-a-half  year  since  the  last 
election. 

Harper  was  dead  set  on 
; claiming  a majority,  and 
despite  an  economic  down- 
turn, a $300-million  election 
took  place. 

The  federal  opposition  lead- 
ers at  the  time,  Stephane  Dion 
and  Jack  Layton,  immediately 
came  out  with  a flurry  of 
ideals  and  promises  to  fix  the 
economic  and  environmental 
crises  that  Canada  has 
become  entrenched  in. 

Unfortunately,  the  only 
part  of  the  message  which 
reached  the  voters  was  “flur- 
ry.” Disgruntled  and  discon- 
tent with  the  opposition  lead- 


ers, voters  turned  to  the  only 
person  in  the  race  who  had 
any  experience  running  a 
country,  for  better  or  for 
worse. 

Harper,  however,  fell  short 
of  his  goal  of  a majority  gov- 
ernment and  had  to  settle  for 
winning  a few  extra  seats. 

After  all  of  the  drama,  all  of 
the  bickering  and  all  of  the 
whining  that  went  on  between 
the  federal  party  leaders,  all 
the  parties  stayed  in  the  exact 
same  ranking  as  before  the 
election,  plus  or  minus  a few 
seats. 

Or  so  Harper  thought. 

Six  weeks  after  the 
Conservative  victory,  the 
Liberals  and  NDP  conspired  to 
create  a coalition,  which  would 
include  the  unofficial  support 
of  the  Bloc  Quebecois,  because 


they  were  unhappy  with 
Harper’s  economic  plan.  The 
coalition  planned  on  voting 
against  the  plan,  bringing 
down  the  government. 

However,  public  support  was 
not  forthcoming,  so  instead 
the  Liberals  got  rid  of  their 
leader  and  replaced  him  with 
Michael  Ignatieff. 

And  Harper,  in  his  infinite 
wisdom,  did  what  any  child 
would  do  in  a similar  situa- 
tion. He  bowed  his  head  and 
went  crying  to  Governor 
General  Mommy  for  a time 
out. 

Gov.  Gen.  Michaelle  Jean 
decided  to  suspend  parliament 
until  Jan.  26  when  the  budget 
will  be  presented  and  voted 
on. 

In  the  meantime,  Harper 
and  his  government  appear  to 
have  weathered  the  storm, 
after  strengthening  his  eco- 
nomic plan,  even  incorporat- 
ing some  of  the  Liberals’  own 
ideas. 

It  also  helps  that  Ignatieff  is 
not  as  keen  to  topple  the 
Conservatives  as  his  predeces- 
sor. 


COUNSELLOR’S  CORNER:  Goal-Setting 

I used  to  make  New  Year's  resolutions  that  generally  didn’t  last  past  January  10th.  It’s 
that  fresh  feeling  of  having  a chance  to  solve  problems,  achieve  new  heights  and 
challenges  that  encourages  us  to  set  goals.  As  the  new  year  begins,  we  are  often 
excited  with  our  good  intentions  for  positive  change,  despite  past  resolution  failures. 

My  experience  at  a workshop  about  change  helped  me  to  recognize  why  my  New 
Year's  resolutions  never  worked.  I didn't  need  more  motivation;  I needed  smaller  goals, 
or  at  least  my  long-term  goals  needed  to  be  organized  into  easily  manageable  steps. 
Many  of  us  tend  to  set  goals  that  may  be  out  of  reach  ("This  semester,  I'll  get  all  A's"). 
As  a result,  we  feel  let  down,  frustrated,  even  powerless  when  the  first  disappointing 
grade  appears. 

Instead,  a long-term  goal,  such  as  “I  want  my  grades  to  improve  this  semester”  is  more 
attainable.  A step-by-step  approach  might  include:  attending  all  classes,  with  only 
sickness  as  an  exception;  staying  ahead  by  doing  textbook  reading  prior  to  class;  and 
seeking  help  when  necessary  from  faculty  or  a peer  tutor.  The  latter  are  smaller, 
achievable  goals  that  will  almost  assuredly  lead  to  higher  marks. 

Set  goals  for  yourself  that  are  realistic,  achievable  and  measurable.  Failure  decreases 
confidence  and  motivation.  Success  builds  confidence  and  motivation.  For  goal  setting 
or  any  other  assistance,  see  a counsellor  in  Counselling  Services.  I did! 

A Message  from  Counselling  Services,  1A101 
Submitted  by  a student 
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experience 

are  you  imagining?  v 

_ \ 

You  want  to  define  your  professional  future.  Research  In  Motion  (RIM)  wants  to  help.  Come  to 
our  exclusive  event  for  Conestoga  College  students,  and  discover  what  it's  like  to  work  for  a 
company  with  the  innovation  and  drive  to  create  the  world-renowned  BlackBerry®  smartphone 


You'll  get  real,  challenging  projects  that  will  put  your  technical  skills  and  knowledge  to  work. 
If  you're  ready  to  move  fast  and  think  even  faster,  we  have  opportunities  for  you. 


Hear  what  our  hiring  managers  have  to  say  about  where  you  could  fit  in  at  RIM,  whether  you're 
looking  for  a Co-op,  Intern,  summer,  or  new  grad  position.  You'll  also  get  to  hear  ffom  one  of 
our  own  Executives  about  life  at  RIM! 


Visit  the  Conestoga  College  Doon  Campus 
(299  Doon  Valley  Drive,  Kitchener)  on  Januaiy  21 
from  4:00  PM  to  7:00  PM  in  the  E-wing  Foyer. 

Space  is  limited,  so  register  today  at 

www.rim.com/conestoga 


Research  In  Motion  (RIM)  is  the 
leading  designer,  manufacturer 
and  marketer  of  the  award-winning 
BlackBerry®  smartphone. 

:::  BlackBerry. 


C 2009  Research  In  Motion  Untied  Afl  rights  reserved  BbdcBeny®,  MM®.  Research  In  Motion®.  SureType®  and  related  trademarks, 
ns  and  logos  are  the  property  of  Research  In  Motion  Unted  and  are  registered  and'or  used  In  the  UA  and  couirtries  around  the  world 
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It’s  c-c-cold  out  there  I 


While  some  onlookers  call  the  dippers  insane,  it  is  clear  participants  are  just  out  to  have  some  fun  at  the  Port  Dover  Polar  Bear  Plunge. 


Along  with  the  myriad  of 
teenage  and  adult  dippers, 
some  children  decided  to  take 
part  in  the  Jan.  1 tradition. 


PHOTOS  BY 
JAMIE 

REANSBURY 


Even  though  the  water  was  only  three  feet  deep,  some  dippers  liked  taking  theatrical  Those  who  had  taken  the  plunge  walk  back  down  the  treacherous  path  from  frigid 
precautionary  measures.  c 

— 


K's  i-  swimming  in  a giant  slushy,-  said  Chris  Swarts , right,.  -More  like  a merger!-  ^ ""  ^ ""  " 


ta,”  his  brother  Shawn  (left)  said. 
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Out  with  the  old,  in  with  the  new 


PHOTO  BY  SARAH  BONGERS 


Ashley  Heer,  a first-year  Conestoga  IT  student,  writes  “Happy  New 
Year”  to  Kitchener  on  the  New  Year’s  resolution  board  in  City  Hall. 
Festivities  started  in  downtown  Kitchener  at  10  a.m.  with  Eric 
Traplin  singing  with  kids.  A Guitar  Hero  contest  and  live  local  bands 
played  until  it  was  almost  time  to  welcome  the  new  year.  Canadian 
Idol  finalist,  Alicia  Nauth,  a Kitchener  native,  helped  with  the  count- 
down at  midnight. 


PHOTO  BY  KAITLYN  HEARD 

Although  the  Christmas  season  is  over,  Toronto’s  Eaton  Centre  is  still  holding  onto  the  Christmas  spirit. 
This  large  sparkling  green  tree  attracts  visitors  from  around  the  city,  who  gather  to  stare  at  the  lights 
one  last  time.  The  tree  is  located  in  the  centre  of  the  mall  where  it  can  be  seen  from  all  three  levels. 


PHOTO  BY  STACIE  RITCHIE 

Students  at  the  Conestoga  College  Residence  and  Conference  Centre  tried  out  their  construction  skills 
in  December,  building  and  decorating  gingerbread  houses. 


It’s  the  year  of  the  ox 


BY  BLAIR  POLLOCK 

Get  ready  for  a big,  sturdy 
new  year. 

The  Chinese  New  Year  is 
right  around  the  corner  as  this 
year’s  festive  date  is  Jan.  26. 
It’s  the  last  holiday  before 
everyone  goes  all  lovey-dovey 
on  St.  Valentine’s  Day,  and 
promises  to  be  a year  of  pros- 
perity through  hard  work  and 
resilience  as  2009  is  the  year 
of  the  ox. 

Like  an  ox,  this  year  is  sup- 
posed to  be  honest,  candid, 
open-natured  and  a slow  but 
steady  year,  according  to  horo- 
scopes. 

There  is  no  set  date  for  the 
Chinese  New  Year,  unlike  the 
typical  Canadian  Jan.  1 New 
Year’s,  as  the  date  is  based  on 
the  lunar  calendar.  Also 
known  as  the  Lunar  New 
Year,  the  Chinese  New  Year 


signifies  the  beginning  of  the 
lunar  calendar,  a calendar 
based  on  the  cycles  of  the 
moon. 

Due  to  China’s  lengthy  histo- 
ry it  is  uncertain  as  to  how  the 
celebration  of  the  Chinese 
New  Year  began,  but  today  it 
is  celebrated  with  monstrous 
parades  and  fireworks  dis- 
plays all  over  the  world. 

The  Chinese  New  Year,  how- 
ever, is  not  all  fun  and  games. 
There  are  certain  everyday 
practices  that  may  be  consid- 
ered good  or  bad  luck  during 


the  new  year  period.  For 
example,  it  is  good  luck  to 
open  windows  to  bring  in  the 
good  luck,  eat  sweets  and  wear 
a new  pair  of  slippers  that 
were  bought  in  the  previous 
year,  to  “step”  on  the  people 
who  gossip  about  you. 

As  far  as  what  is  considered 
bad  luck  in  the  New  Year’s 
period,  buying  a pair  of  shoes, 
getting  a haircut,  washing 
your  hair  and  using  foul  lan- 
guage are  all  ways  to  find 
yourself  with  bad  fortune. 

Although  not  an  official 
Canadian  holiday,  many 
Chinese-Canadians  celebrate 
the  day  with  large  celebra- 
tions in  major  cities  like 
Vancouver,  Montreal  and 
Toronto. 

So  break  out  your  new  red 
clothing  to  scare  away  all  evil 
spirits  and  have  a happy  and 
healthy  Chinese  New  Year. 


LOOKING  FOR  A WAY  TO  GET  INVOLVED 
ON  CAMPUS  OR  IN  THE  COMMUNITY? 


Want  to  meet  new  people  and  network? 

Interested  in  using  your  skills  and 
developing  new  ones? 

Visit  the  CSI  and  Student  Life  tables  and 

WIN  GREAT  PRIZES! 

THURSDAY  JANUARY  22 
STUDENT  LIFE  CENTRE  ATRIUM 
11AM-1PM 

ife 
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It’s  all  about  the  dollar$  and  Gents 

Tips  help  students  save  money  when  filing  their  taxes 


By  JESSICA  O’DONNELL 

The  winter  break  is  over  and 
Conestoga  students  are 
already  looking  forward  to  the 
four-month  summer  holiday, 
or  to  finish  their  program  and 
be  done  with  school.  The  win- 
ter semester  will  bring  many 
tests,  projects,  and  much  to 
many  students  dismay,  the 
gruelling  task  of  figuring  out 
how  to  do  their  taxes  and  save 
some  money. 


Many  students,  and  their 
parents  for  that  matter, 
don’t  realize  that  there  are 
many  ways  to  save  money 
through  tax  breaks. 


Some  have  part-time  jobs, 
some  don’t;  but  all  will  have 
tuition  fees  to  pay,  books  to 
buy,  rent  to  pay  and  groceries 
to  "purchase  with  coupons  in 
hand.  Many  students,  and 
their  parents  for  that  matter, 
don’t  realize  that  there  are 
many  ways  to  save  money 
through  tax  breaks.  These 
include: 

Scholarships,  bursaries 
and  fellowships  — Prior  to 
2006  only  the  first  $3,000 
received  from  scholarships, 
fellowships  or  bursaries  was 
exempt  from  income  tax.  As 
of  2006  all  such  income  is  now 
tax  free. 

Tuition  fees  — Many  stu- 
dents are  aware  that  they  can 
claim  a credit  for  their  tuition 


fees  and  some  additional  relat- 
ed expenses  such  as  lab  fees, 
computer  services  (mandatory 
computer  may  include  a desk- 
top or  laptop  computer).  The 
federal  tax  credit  is  .15  per 
cent  of  the  total  amount  paid 
and  there  are  similar  credits 
for  provincial  purposes. 

Education  amount  — An 
education  credit  is  available  to 
both  full-  and  part-time  stu- 
dents. For  2008  the  federal 
credit  was  15  per  cent  of  $400 
for  full-time  or  15  per  cent  of 
$120  for  part-time  students  for 
each  month  and  similar  cred- 
its are  available  provincially 
as  well. 

Textbook  amount  — A 

textbook  credit  is  also  avail- 
able to  both  full-  and  part-time 
students  and  w'orks  just  like 
the  education  amount.  For 
2008  the  federal  credit  was  15 
per  cent  of  $65  for  full-time  or 
15  per  cent  of  $20  for  part- 
time  students  for  each  month 
and  again  similar  credits  are 
available  provincially  as  well. 
With  the  textbook  credit  the 
actual  cost  of  the  textbooks  are 
not  claimed  but  only  the  cred- 
it of  $65  or  $20  per  month 
regardless  of  whether  books 
were  purchased  or  not. 

Moving  expenses  — 
Moving  expense  deductions 
are  one  of  those  unknown  tax 
deductions  that  are  available 
to  students.  Full-time  stu- 
dents at  a post-secondary 
institution  in  Canada  who  had 
to  move  40  kilometres  or  more 
may  deduct  moving  expenses 
against  employment  income  in 
the  year  moved  or  in  the  year 


following  the  move. 

Moving  expenses  include  the 
cost  of  travel,  including  meals 
and  accommodation,  to  move 
the  household;  Expenses  relat- 
ed to  termination  of  existing 
living  arrangements  (lease 
cancellation  fees,  home  selling 
expenses,  disconnection  and 
re-connection  of  utilities 
resulting  from  the  move;  stor- 
age and  up  to  15  days  of  tem- 
porary living  expenses. 

Moving  expenses  are  a tax 
deduction  and  reduce  taxable 
income  which  is  then  used  to 
calculate  taxes  payable,  while 
tax  credits  are  a direct  reduc- 
tion in  taxes  payable.  If  a stu- 
dent has  moving  expenses, 
these  expenses  as  well  as  all 
other  credits  should  be 
claimed  before  claiming  the 
tuition,  education  and  text- 
book tax  credits. 


Students  who  move  more 
than  40  kilometres  from 
home,  but  live  in  resi- 
dence, can  only  claim  a 
$25  occupancy  fee. 


The  unused  tuition,  educa- 
tion and  textbook  tax  credits 
may  be  carried  forward  indefi- 
nitely or  a portion  transferred 
to  a parent  and  grandparent 
while  moving  expenses  and 
other  tax  credits  are  time  lim- 
ited. 

• Moving  credits  are  a confus- 
ing credit  to  claim.  Students 


who  move  more  than  40  kilo- 
metres from  home,  but  live  in 
residence,  can  only  claim  a $25 
occupancy  fee.  I learned  this 
the  hard  way,  I lived  in  resi- 
dence for  a year  and  claimed 
my  fees  as  rent,  but  according 
to  the  Canada  Revenue 
Agency,  a student  residence 
that  is  using  an  institution’s 
property  or  is  affiliated  with  a 
college  or  university  is  not  a 
separate  entity  from  the  insti- 
tution and  does  not  pay  munic- 
ipal property  taxes.  Students 
who  do  claim  this  may  be  sub- 
ject to  a tax  revision,  in  which 
the  refund  granted  must  be 
returned  to  the  government 
plus  $0.06  a day-interest.  If  a 
student  is  subject  to  a revision, 
it  will  only  negatively  affect 
their  credit  if  they  do  not  pay 
the  fees. 

“It  is  important  to  note  that 
tax  credits  may  only  be  used  to 
reduce  taxes  payable  to  zero.” 
says  Jim  Harper,  a chartered 
account  and  tax  adviser  in 
Waterloo.  “Many  students 
may  not  have  to  pay  tax  and 
the  unused  tax  credits  for  the 
tuition,  education  and  text- 
books can  be  carried  forward 
indefinitely  to  offset  income  in 
future  years.  As  an  alterna- 
tive, up  to  $5,000  of  the 
unused  federal  credits  may  be 
transferred  to  a parent  or 
grandparent.  The  credits 
transferred  must  be  claimed 
in  the  year  they  are  trans- 
ferred.” 

It  all  sounds  so  confusing, 
but  students  can  get  help  fig- 
uring it  out.  H&R  Block  repre- 
sentatives will  be  at  Doon 


campus  in  late  January  and 
early  February  to  provide  stu- 
dents with  the  essential  infor- 
mation and  services  needed  to 
get  taxes  done. 


It’s  very  important  for  stu- 
dents doing  their  taxes  for 
the  first  time  to  know  that 
they  must  mail  in  their 


return  forms. 
-Jim  Harper 


H&R  Block  offers  students  a 
flat  rate  of  $29.95  and  a free 
SPC  card  when  they  have 
their  taxes  done  through  an 
H&R  Block  affiliated  or  corpo- 
rate office.  Students  can  also 
do  their  own  taxes.  Canada 
Post  offices  will  have  paper 
copies  of  all  2008  tax  return 
forms,  or  online  tax  programs^ 
like  QuickTax  can  be  pur-'" 
chased  for  around  $40  plus  a 
$10  mail-in  rebate  at  Wal- 
Mart,  Future  Shop  and  Best 
Buy. 

“It’s  very  important  for  stu- 
dents doing  their  taxes  for  the 
first  time  to  know  that  they 
must  mail  in  their  return 
forms,”  says  Harper.  “Whether 
they  purchased  an  online  pro- 
gram, filed  a paper  return  or 
went  to  a tax  service,  it  has  to 
be  mailed  in  and  processed.” 

For  more  information  on  how 
to  do  taxes  or  what  you  can 
claim,  go  to  the  Canada 
Revenue  Agency  student  guide 
at  www.cra-arc.gc.ca. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


SUMMER  OF  YOUR 
LIFE!  CAMP  WAYNE 
FOR  GIRLS  - Children’s 
sleep-away  camp, 

Northeast  Pennsylvania 
(6/20-8/16/09).  If  you  love 
children  and  want  a caring, 
fun  environment  we  need 
Counsellors  and  Program 
Directors  for:  Tennis, 
Swimming,  Golf, 

Gymnastics,  Cheerleading, 
Drama,  Ropes  Course, 
Camping/ 
Nature,  Team  Sports, 
Waterskiing,  Sailing, 

Painting / Drawing, 
Ceramics,  Silkscreen, 
Printmaking,  Batik, 

Jewelry,  Calligraphy, 
Photography,  Sculpture, 
Guitar,  Aerobics,  Self- 
Defense,  Video,  Piano. 

Other  staff:  Admini- 

strative, CDL  Driver  (21+), 
Nurses  (RNs  and  Nursing 
Students),  Bookkeeper, 
Nanny.  On  campus 
Interviews  January  28th. 
Select  The  Camp  That 
Selects  The  Best  Staff1.  Call 
1-215-944-3069  or  apply 
online  at  www.campwayne- 
girls.com 


HAVE  THE  SUMMER  OF 
YOUR  LIFE  AT  A PRES- 
TIGIOUS COED  SLEEP- 
AWAY  CAMP  IN  THE 
BEAUTIFUL  POCONO 
MOUNTAINS  OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 
2 V2  hours  from  NYC. 
We’re  seeking  counselors 
who  can  teach  any  Team 
& Individual  Sports, 
Tennis,  Gymnastics, 
Horseback  Riding,  Mt. 
Biking,  Skate  Park, 
Theatre,  Tech  Theatre, 
Circus,  Magic,  Arts  & 
Crafts,  Pioneering, 

Climbing  Tower,  Water 
Sports,  Music,  Dance  or 
Science.  Great  salaries 
and  perks.  Plenty  of  free 
time.  Internships  avail- 
able for  many  majors. 
Interviews  on  Feb  4. 
Apply  online  at 
www.islandlake.com. 

Call  800-869-6083 

between  9 and  5 eastern 
time  on  weekdays  for 
more  information. 

info@islandlake.com. 


WE’VE  GOT  WHAT 
YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR  - 
LET’S  MAKE  2009  YOUR 
BEST  SUMMER  YET  - 
CAMP  WAYNE,  northeast 
Pennsylvania,  USA. 

Counselor- 

Specialists  for  all  Land  & 
Water  Sports  inc.  Tennis; 
Golf;  Basketball;  Baseball; 
Football;.  Martial  Arts; 
Soccer;  Outdoor  Adventure: 
Camping,  Mountain  Biking, 
Climbing/Ropes;  Roller 
Hockey;  Archery;  Rocketry; 
Water-ski,  Wakeboard, 
Sailing,  Canoe/Kayaking; 
Fine  Arts-Theater, 

Ceramics,  Woodworking, 
Drawing, 

Painting;  CDL  drivers.  RN’s 
for  our  Health  Center.  RIM 
Park  Job  Fair 

Interviews-Feb  4.  Let’s  get 
the  ball  rolling  now!  Online 
application 

www.campwayne.com; 

info@campwayne.com; 

1-888-549-2963. 


HITTING  THE  SLOPES  ON  FRESH  POWDER 


PHOTO  BY  CHRISTIE  LAGROTTA 


Chicopee  will  undoubtedly  be  packed  with  smiling  faces  and  anx- 
ious boarders  in  coming  weeks,  as  it  was  on  Jan.  2.  Adult  admission 
to  the  park  is  $29  for  two  hours,  $33  for  four  hours  and  $37  for  a 
day  pass.  Rentals  are  available  for  those  hoping  to  enjoy  the  winter 
sport  season.  Chicopee  is  open  Monday-Saturday  8:20  a.m.  to  9:30 
p.m.  and  Sunday  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  a.m. 
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C% 


Week  of  January  12,  2009 


Taurus 

April  20  - May  20 


Gemini 

May  2 1 - June  2 1 


Your  brain  isn't  quite  as  active 
this  week  but  you're  still  a long 
way  from  dumb.  In  fact,  you 
may  find  yourself  busting  out 
with  some  surprising  insights 
that  can  only  come  during  peri- 
ods of  calm. 


Cancer 

June  22  - July  22 


Cancer,  this  is  the  year  to  keep 
your  New  Year’s  resolution. 
Write  it  down  on  a sheet  of  paper 
as  a reminder  when  you  are 
tempted  to  slip.  With  a bit  of  self- 
control,  you  can  do  it! 


Leo 

July  23  - August 
22 


Someone  offers  you  a great 
deal,  which  might  be  complicat- 
ed by  a debt  they  or  someone  else 
owes  you.  Try  not  to  think  about 
it  too  much  - if  it  feels  right,  go 
for  it  and  if  not,  then  say  no. 


Virgo 

August  23  - 
September  22 

Your  feelings  are  making  life 
more  interesting  this  week  and 
they  may  be  quite  surprising!  It's 
a good  time  for  you  to  open  up  to 
your  mate  or  to  someone  else 
who  is  close,  as  you're  more  in 
touch  with  the  right  words. 


Your  emotions  are  tricky  this 
week.  Let  your  passions  air  out 
and  you  should  find  that  you 
attract  the  right  kind  of  attention  to 
improve  your  romantic  life.  It's  not 
the  best  time  for  you  to  take  risks 
with  your  finances. 


m 

Libra 

September  23 
October  22 


This  week  is  a lot  like  a 
rollercoaster  for  you,  Aries!  The 
middle  part  of  the  week  is  much 
more  exciting,  and  things  seem  to 
happen  almost  too  fast  for  you  to 
keep  up. 


Inspiration  strikes  you  with 
some  frequency,  but  that  doesn't 
mean  it  ever  gets  boring.  This 
week  you  get  a vision  of  the 
months  to  come  that  is  exciting 
and  maybe  a little  intimidating. 


Scorpio 

October  23  - 
November  21 


Your  usual  social  attitude 
seems  to  have  left  you  for  the 
time  being,  but  that  just  means 
you  need  to  try  something  a bit 
different.  Let  people  come  to 
you;  it  can  be  liberating  to  sit  still 
for  a bit. 


Sagittarius 

November  22  - 
December  21 


You've  got  your  work  filling 
your  mental  space  this  week, 
despite  the  fact  you  just  had  a 
break.  Try  not  to  let  it  interfere 
with  your  social  life,  because  you 
need  to  spend  time  with  your 
loved  ones. 


Capricorn 

December  22  - 
January  19 


You're  not  feeling  totally  socially 
secure  right  now,  but  you  still  need 
to  perform.  It’s  one  of  those  weeks 
when  your  energy  can  do  almost 
anything,  but  it  is  certainly  going 
to  tire  you  out. 


Aquarius 

January  20  - 
February  18 


Try  to  find  a few  moments  to 
yourself  here  and  there.  It’s  a good 
time  to  spend  the  evening  quietly 
with  family  or  even  to  shut  your- 
self away  with  a good  book,  movie 
or  something  else  that’s  engaging. 


Pisces 

February  19 
March  20 


It's  a great  time  for  you  to  take 
care  of  paperwork  or  any  leftover 
agreements  you  need  to  sign  this 
year  but  make  sure  you  take  them 
seriously.  Little  details  are  crucial, 
so  read'them  all  carefully,  Pisces. 


Louise  Kaddour  is  a second-year 
journalism  student  holding  fate 
in  the  palm  of  her  hand. 


Bedtime  Stories 
fun  for  entire  family 

Adam  Sandler’s  new  film  a predictable 
but  entertaining  offering 


By  PATRICK  LANSBERGEN 

Another  Adam  Sandler  film, 
that  about  sums  up  this 
movie.  Titled  Bedtime  Stories, 
the  movie  follows  Skeeter 
Bronson  (Sandler)  as  he 
attempts  to  live  up  to  his 
father's  dream  of  running  the 
hotel  that  replaced  their  fami- 
ly’s motel,  all  the  while 
babysitting  his  niece  and 
nephew  and  carrying  on  his 
father’s  tradition  of  story- 
telling. 

This  is  definitely  a family 
movie,  one  with  the  obvious 
over-the-top  humour  that  chil- 
dren will  enjoy  such  as  the 
zero  gravity  combat  and  snot 
monsters. 

A creepy  yet  cute  guinea  pig 
with  gigantic  eyes  seems  the 
source  of  the  magical  occur- 
rences during  the  movie,  ring- 
ing a bell  every  time  the  chil- 
dren add  to  their  uncle’s  sto- 
ries. Then  there’s  the  crude 
jokes  and  wacky  humour  that 
Sandler  is  known  for. 

As  the  movie  goes  on  and  the 


shape  and  keep  you  guessing, 
it  is  surprising  how  the  series 
of  events  in  the  movie  are  not 
as  predictable  as  the  plot 
would  make  you  think. 

The  plot  is  best  described  as 
cookie  cutter  and  for  those 
who  have  seen  Billy  Madison, 
the  similarities  are  enough  to 
make  you  wonder  if  there  is 
any  original  thought  left  in  the 
movie  industry. 

Despite  the  repetition  the 
movie  isn’t  an  insomnia  cure. 
The  story  may  be  recycled  but 
it  has  been  refashioned 
enough  to  keep  you  enter- 
tained with  a mix  of  childish 
and  adult  humour.  Bedtime 
Stories  is  a movie  for  all  yet 
certainly  not  a classic. 


INTERNET  PHOTO 


Adam  Sandler  stars  in  Bedtime 
Stories,  an  entertaining  film 
with  a mix  of  childish  and  adult 
humour. 

I give  Bedtime  Stories  three 
out  of  five  stars. 


Say  yes  to  latest 
Jim  Carrey  comedy 


By  SARAH  BOYCHUK 

It  is  my  own  policy  to  say  no 
to  any  film  starring  Jim 
Carrey.  I have  an  admitted 
bias  against  his  showy  style, 
and  if  I had  been  asked  to  take 
in  Yes  Man,  his  latest  offering, 
my  response  would  have  been 
a firm  no,  man. 

I wasn’t  given  much  of  a 
choice.  Having  arrived  at  the 
theatre  to  find  that  The 
Curious  Case  of  Benjamin 
Button  was  sold  out,  with  the 
latest  Carrey  flick  being  the 
only  alternative,  I grudgingly 
agreed.  By  the  time  the  end 
credits  rolled,  I had  reconsid- 
ered my  anti-Jim  stance. 

Carrey  plays  Carl  Allen,  a 
divorced  man  intent  on  avoid- 
ing relationships  and  career 
challenges.  Much  of  his  time 
is  spent  dodging  his  friends 
and  avoiding  his  boss  and  he 
seems  satisfied,  if  not  partic- 
ularly happy,  with  his 
lifestyle. 

Things  change  when  a 
chance  encounter  with  an  old 
pal  challenges  him  to  accept 
new  possibilities.  Allen 
attends  a seminar  on  saying 
yes,  and  hesitantly  tries  the 
idea. 


Movie  Review 


What  happens  next  is  unsur- 
prising; Carl  finds  himself 
thrown  into  new  and  increas- 
ingly ridiculous  situations. 
His  adventures  lead  him  to 
Allison  (played  by  Zooey 
Deschanel),  a free-spirited 
photographer  who  is  charmed 
by  Carl’s  spontaneity. 

A charming  cast  buoys  the 
film  from  formulaic  comedy  to 
something  enjoyable  and 
thought-provoking.  Carrey  is 
shockingly  understated,  only 
sliding  into  uncomfortable 
zaniness  once.  Deschanel, 
whose  talents  were  wasted  in 
last  summer’s  abysmal  The 
Happening,  is  intensely 
watchable  as  Carl’s  love  inter- 
est. 

Rhys  Darby  is  a scene-steal- 
er as  Carl’s  painfully  awkward 
boss,  Norman.  Darby  has 
developed  a cult  following  for 
his  work  as  the  cluelessly  opti- 
mistic Murray  on  Flight  of  the 


Conchords,  and  he  plays  a 
variation  of  that  role  here. 
Norman  is  desperate  to  be 
liked  by  his  employee,  inviting 
Carl  to  a series  of  ridiculous 
theme  parties  that  he  must,  of 
course,  attend.  Darby’s  scenes 
make  up  the  movie’s  best 
moments,  and  served  as  a nice 
bridge  for  a movie  fan  who 
favours  British-style  quirki- 
ness over  the  kind  of  slapstick 
humour  that  is  a Carrey-film 
staple. 

For  all  of  its  silliness,  Yes 
Man  still  poses  the  interesting 
question  of  how  one’s  life 
might  change  if  they  made 
themselves  open  to  new 
chances. 

The  idea  of  embracing 
change  is  explored  through 
situations  that,  while  at  times 
unbelievable,  never  fail  to 
entertain. 

It  may  not  have  been  the 
kind  of  challenging  cinematic 
experience  I had  been  looking 
for  when  I first  arrived  at  the 
theatre,  but  Yes  Man  proved  a 
welcome  retreat  from  the 
post-holiday  blahs.  I’m  glad  I 
said  yes  to  this  surprising 
gem. 

I give  Yes  Man  three  out  of 
five  stars. 
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Five  fan-anticipated  films  of  2009 


By  SARAH  BONGERS 

2009  promises  to  be  an  exciting  year  for  moviego- 
ers as  some  of  the  biggest  films  with  the  biggest 
gathering  of  loyal  fans  are  hitting  theatres  this 
year. 

Five  of  the  biggest  fan-anticipated  films  are  being 
released  this  year.  They  are  Watchmen,  X-men 
Origins:  Wolverine,  Star  Trek,  Transformers: 
Revenge  of  the  Fallen  and  Harry  Potter  and  the 
Half-Blood  Prince. 

It  will  be  no  surprise  to  see  some  of  these  films 
breaking  records  at  the  box  office  on  opening  day. 


INTERNET  PHOTO 

Actress  Malin  Akerman  plays  Laurie  Juspeczyk  in  the 
movie  Watchmen.  Her  character  is  also  known  as  Silk 
Spectre  II. 

Watchmen 

Release  Date:  March  6 

Based  on  the  12-part  graphic  novel  of  the  same 
name  created  by  Alan  Moore,  Dave  Gibbons  and 
John  Higgins,  it  has  been  called  the  “greatest 
graphic  novel”  of  all  time  by  fans  and  critics.  The 
film  adaptation  of  the  graphic  novel  stars  Patrick 
Wilson,  Jackie  Earle  Haley,  Malin  Akerman,  Billy 
Crudup,  Jeffrey  Dean  Morgan,  Matthew  Goode, 
Stephen  McHattie  and  Carla  Gugino.  Watchmen  is 
set  in  an  alternate  1985  where  superheros  really 
do  exist.  The  film  follows  a group  of  ex-vigilantes 
as  tensions  rise  between  the  U.S.  and  Soviet 
Union.  One  vigilante,  Rorschach  investigates  the 
murder  of  an  ex-superhero  and  uncovers  a scheme 
to  wipe  out  other  heroes.  Another  reason  fans  are 
waiting  for  this  film  is  because  the  director,  Zack 
Snyder,  directed  the  box-office  hit  300,  which  was 
also  a graphic  novel. 


acter,  Logan/Wolverine  starring  Hugh  Jackman. 
Logan  seeks  revenge  against  Victor  Creed  (Liev 
Schreiver)  who  later  becomes  the  mutant 
Sabretooth.  Logan’s  need  for  revenge  was  brought 
on  when  Creed  killed  his  girlfriend  and  eventually 
led  Logan  to  enter  into  the  mutant  Weapon  X pro- 
gram which  turns  him  into  the  mutant  Wolverine 
he  is  known  for  in  the  X-men  films.  This  will  be  the 
start  of  a long  line  of  X-men  Origins  movies  that 
will  take  a closer  look  at  popular  characters  seen  in 
X-men  film  series.  X-men  fans  have  been  around 
since  1963  when  the  first  comic  of  the  same  name 
created  by  Stan  Lee  and  Jack  Kirby  of  Marvel 
Comics  was  released.  Ever  since  then  comics,  ani- 
mations, video  games  and  three  major  films  have 
created  a large  fan  base  which  is  anticipating  the 
newest  installment  to  the  X-men  franchise. 


Star  Trek 

Release  Date:  May  8 

The  11th  Star  Trek  film  will  not  follow  the  time- 
line of  the  previous  10.  Instead,  director  J.J. 
Abrams  takes  the  film  back  in  time  to  a younger 
original  series  crew.  The  new  cast  includes  Chris 
Pine  (James  T.  Kirk),  Zachary  Quinto  (Spock),  Karl 
Urban  (Dr.  Leonard  “Bones”  McCoy),  Simon  Pegg 
(Montgomery  “Scotty”  Scott),  Zoe  Saldana  (Uhura), 
John  Cho  (Hikaru  Sulu)  and  Anton  Yelchin  (Pavel 
Chekov).  Newly  captained  James  T.  Kirk  takes  the 
Enterprise  to  fight  Romulans  from  the  future,  who 
are  interfering  with  history.  Leonard  Nimoy,  who 
played  Spock  in  the  original  series,  will  reprise  his 
role  as  an  aging  Spock.  The  original  Star 
Trek  series,  created  by  Gene 
Roddenberry,  was  released  in 
1966  and  became  a pop-cul 
ture  phenomenon,  attract- 
ing millions  of  sci-fi  and 
Star  Trek  fans  nation- 
wide for  43  years. 


EVEN  MORE  MOVIES 


Other  films  to  look  forward  to  this  year  include: 

I Underworld:  Rise  of  the  Lycans  (Jan.  23) 

I Inkheart  (Jan.  23) 

I Coraline  (Feb.  6) 

I Fanboys (Feb.  6) 

I Friday  the  13th  (Feb.  13) 

I Adventureland  (Mar.  20) 

I Brothers  Bloom  (May  15) 

I Bruno  (May  15) 

I Monsters  vs.  Aliens  (May  22) 

I Terminator  Salvation  (May  22) 

I Up  (May  29) 

I Superman:  Man  of  Steel  (June  1) 

I Fast  & Furious  (June  5) 

I Land  of  the  Lost  (June  5) 

I Ice  Age  3:  Dawn  of  the  Dinosaurs  (July  1) 

I Prince  of  Persia:  Sands  of  Time  (July  10) 

I G.l.  Joe  (Aug.  7) 


INTERNET  PHOTO 

Hugh  Jackman  is  back  as  Wolverine,  ready  for  more 
swiping  action  with  his  metal  claws. 

X-men  Origins:  Wolverine 

Release  Date:  May  1 

A prequel  to  the  X-men  movie  series,  this  film 
will  take  a closer  look  at  the  popular  X-men  char- 


Transformers: 

Revenge  of  the 
Fallen 

Release  Date: 

June  26 

Preceding  a hit 
movie  that  revital- 
ized the 

Transformer’s  fran- 
chise, new  and  old 
fans  look  forward  to 
the  sequel  which  prom- 
ises just  as  much  action 
and  award-winning  spe- 
cial effects.  Shia  LeBeouf 
returns  as  Sam 
Witwicky,  a human 
caught  in  a war  raging 
between  alien  robots,  the 
good  Autobots  and  the  evil 
Decepticons.  When  the  battle 
takes  them  to  Egypt,  Sam  dis- 
covers something  about  the 
origins  of  the  Transformers  who 
visited  Earth  before  the 
Egyptians  built  the  pyramids. 

The  Transformers  were  toys  made 
by  Hasbro  before  they  entered  the  comic 
world.  Since  then,  Transformers  have 
appeared  in  comics  and  in  a TV  series  and 
created  other  spinoffs.  The  live  action 
Transformer’s  movie  released  in  2007  won 
four  awards  from  the  Visual  Effects 
Society  and  was  nominated  for  three 
Academy  Awards.  With  the  popularity 
and  success  of  the  last  film,  more  fans 
than  ever  before  are  looking  forward 
to  seeing  the  sequel. 


popular  book  series  by  author  J.K.  Rowling  has 
fans  young  and  old  excited  since  they  had  to  wait  a 
while  longer  to  see  it.  Harry  Potter  (Daniel 
Radcliff)  and  his  friend’s  Ron  Weasley  (Rupert 
Grint)  and  Hermione  Granger  (Emma  Watson) 
enter  their  sixth  year  at  Hogwart’s  but  with  evil  ^ 
Lord  Voldemort  on  the  loose,  it  isn’t  the  safe  haven 
it  once  was.  With  danger  lurking  in  and  outside  of 
the  school,  Hogwart’s  Headmaster  Dumbledore 
(Michael  Gambon)  prepares  Harry  for  the 
final  battle  he  knows  is  approaching. 
Together,  Harry  and  Dumbledore 
try  to  unlock  Voldemort’s  weak- 
ness to  ultimately  defeat  him. 
Harry  Potter  and  the  Half- 
Blood  Prince’s  release  date 
was  originally  set  for 
November  21,  2008,  but  to 
the  fans  disappointment, 
Warner  Bros,  pushed  the 
release  date  back  by 
eight  months.  The  previ- 
ous Harry  Potter  movie 
was  the  seventh-highest 
grossing  film  of  all  time, 
taking  in  $939  million. 


INTERNET  PHOTO 

Actor  Zachary  Quinto 
(Heroes)  plays  a younger 
Spock  in  J.J.  Abram’s 
revised  Star  Trek  movie. 
Leonard  Nimoy,  who  played 
the  original  Spock  in  Gene 
Roddenberry’s  1966  Star 
Trek  TV  series,  will  reprise 
his  famous  role  as  a much 
older  Spock.  The  film  will 
be  released  in  the- 
atres on  May  8, 
2009. 


Harry  Potter  and 
Blood  Prince 

Release  Date:  July  17 
The  sixth  movie  based  on  the 
book  of  the  same  name  in 
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Nexcell  Wireless 
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465  Highland  Rd  W 
(519)  570-2374 

700  Strasburg  Rd.,  Unit  SI 
(519)  579-8331 

1020  Ottawa  St.  N 
(519)  983-2383 

875  Highland  Rd.  W 
(519)  741-1099 

Fairview  Park  Mall 
2960  Kingsway  Dr„  Unit  C3 
(519)  748-0484 

BRANTFORD 

Lynden  Park  Mall 
84  Lynden  Rd. 

(519)  770-0389 

Canada  Trust  Square 

43  King  George  Rd 
(519) 758-1811 


Cambridge  Centre  Mall 
355  Hespeler  Rd  . Unit  175 
(519)  622-9749 

South  Cambridge  Shopping  Centre 
200  Franklin  Blvd.  S,  Unit  40 
(519)  620-8564 

Crossroads  Plaza 
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211  Ontario  St.,  Unit  2 
(519)  271  1S81 


Conestoga  Mall 
550  King  St  N.  Unit  5G 
(519)  888-9660 

Northfield  Centre 
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75  Weber  St  N 
(519)  880-0596 
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